SAMPLE LETTER OF SUPPPORT to the Basic Education Funding Commission:

ADVERSE EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES FACTOR

Date

Name of Representative/Senator

Address

Town, PA  Zip

Dear Representative/Senator X:

We are contacting you to share our support for the addition of the Adverse Educational Outcomes factor as a component in the Basic Education Funding Formula that you will recommend to the general Assembly.  This factor addresses the needs of students who are experiencing the impact of emotional and psychological trauma as an impediment to their school performance. It lends itself to funding equity as it supports districts where the impact of trauma is manifest; but the children do not cluster under factors for students in poverty, students who need English language instruction, students who are homeless, or students who live in foster care.
For the past three years, the Trauma Informed Education Coalition (TIEC) has worked in consort with the Pennsylvania NAACP to raise awareness of the nature of emotional and psychological trauma and its devastating impact on the overall education performance of school students. They have learned that such trauma is a medical condition that demonstrates itself as truancy, low test scores, discipline problems, and dropping out of school.

TIEC and NAACP have consulted with practicing teachers, school administrators, and university professors to learn how to measure the impact of such trauma in the school setting.

The outcome of their study and consultation is the proposal that an Adverse Educational Outcomes factor be incorporated into the final basic education funding formula as an aid to equitably distribute state money for education to Pennsylvania school districts.
After careful review, our organization favors the addition of the AEO factor to the BEFC recommendation.  We encourage you to take time to review the AEO Proposal submitted to members of the BEFC, and join our support of it.
Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Your Name/Organization

Enclosures

